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THE NEW VISUAL THESAURUS, VERSION 3 

On January 20, 2005, Thinkmap unveiled the new Visual Thesaurus Version 3 to the world. The new 
Visual Thesaurus offers a host of new features to make the Visual Thesaurus a better product for 
learning about words and exploring the English language.  

 

A BETTER DICTIONARY 
• Audio pronuncia t ions .  Visual Thesaurus 3 offers audio pronunciations in either a British or an 

American English accent. (You must have an Internet connection for this feature to work.) 

• Other languages .  For online subscribers only, try searching using the new beta versions of 
French, Spanish, Dutch, Italian, or German.  

• Amer ican or Br i t i sh  spe l l ings . You choose whether to see American spellings, British 
spellings or both (e.g. color or colour). 
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• More words and mean ings .   Visual Thesaurus 3 now has over 145,000 words and 115,000 
meanings.  

• More proper nouns .  Visual Thesaurus 3 now includes more than 39,000 proper nouns, so you 
can use the Visual Thesaurus to more fully explore geography, world leaders, and even trademarks. 

• More types of  re la t ionsh ips .  The Visual Thesaurus adds three new relationship types for even 
finer control of your navigation. 

A BETTER INTERFACE 

 

• Spe l l check ing.  When you type in a word, you are 
provided with a list of suggested spellings. 

• Expand your search  to the In terne t .  Search the 
Internet for words or related images.  

• Back and fo rward but tons . Clearly labeled back 
and forward buttons make it easy to retrace your steps. 

• Bet ter f i l te r ing  o f con ten t .  With four levels of 
content filtering and the ability to lock content filters, you determine what’s appropriate for you, 
your family, or your students. 

• More con tro l o f the  d isp lay .  Quickly choose from among three display modes (including new 
Free Association Mode). Also fine-tune your display using sliders. 

• Two pr in t fo rmats . Print single page view of your word display, or print multiple pages with 
color-coded definitions. 

• Keyboard shor tcut s . We now provide keyboard shortcuts for almost everything including 
Pronounce Word, Expand Selection, Search Internet, and Search Internet Images. 
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Feature Visual Thesaurus 
2.0 

Visual Thesaurus 3 
Desktop 

Visual Thesaurus 3 
Online 

Dictionary 140,000 words Over 145,000 words 
and 115,000 
meanings 

Over 145,000 words 
and 115,000 
meanings 

Audio No Both British and 
American English 
Pronunciations 

Both British and 
American English 
Pronunciations 

Spell Checking No Yes Yes 

Languages English Only English Only (Beta available to all 
online subscribers.) 

French, German, 
Dutch, Italian, 
Spanish  

Choice of 
American or 
British Spelling 

No Yes Yes 

Types of 
Relationships 

14 17 17 

Start an Internet 
Search from 
your word 

No Yes Images and Web 
pages 

Back and 
Forward buttons 

No Yes Yes 

Printing Can Print Screen 
Only 

2 print modes let you 
optimize results 

2 print modes let you 
optimize results 

Keyboard 
shortcuts 

No More than 20 More than 20 
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WHAT IS THE VISUAL THESAURUS?

The Visual Thesaurus is an interactive thesaurus and 
dictionary that presents unique, and remarkably beautiful, 
word displays. Combining an elegant graphical interface 
with a rich database of the relationships between words and 
meanings, the Visual Thesaurus is a new way to experience 
the English language. With the Visual Thesaurus, the act of 
finding an appropriate word becomes an adventure in 
language and learning. 

The Visual Thesaurus is composed of a rich database of 
the English language and a proprietary visualization 
technology. Not only can the Visual Thesaurus be used like 
a traditional thesaurus to quickly find synonyms, but the 
innovative visualization and browse features also encourage 
exploration and discovery. 

The Visual Thesaurus represents the words and meanings of the English language by creating 
Thinkmap® “spider” graphs composed of circles and lines. The graphs are drawn based on the 
relationships present in the English language, and show the interconnectedness between related words 
and their meanings. The location of and distance between each word and image is based on the positions 
of all the other items on the screen. As you navigate the Visual Thesaurus, you bring in new words and 
images, all of which then find their ideal location in space. This self-organizing principle results in an 
intuitive diagram that is unique for each word or meaning. In addition, filters can be used to focus on 
specific parts of speech or on types of sense relationships. Please visit http://www.thinkmap.com for 
more information about Thinkmap ®. 

HISTORY 

The first Visual Thesaurus was launched as a demonstration of our Thinkmap visualization technology in 
February 1998, where it quickly achieved a cult following, becoming a regularly visited and popular Web 
site. The success of the online version led the company to develop the Visual Thesaurus as a consumer 
and education product in 2003. The consumer/education product has been well received, with customers 
in the tens of thousands, and significant institutional adoption (including a recent subscription by the 
Utah Education Network that brings the Visual Thesaurus to all the K-12 schools, public libraries, 
institutions of higher education in the state of Utah). 

On Jan 20, 2005, Thinkmap released Visual Thesaurus Version 3, which constitutes a significant upgrade 
of the product. Visual Thesaurus Version 3 includes audio, languages other than English, and many 
more new features. 
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PREVIOUS COVERAGE OF THE VISUAL THESAURUS 

The following are quotes from the press about the Visual Thesaurus. More press coverage is available at 
http://www.thinkmap.com/news.jsp.  

• “Inventive. Imaginative. Ingenious. Fanciful.” The New York Times 

• “One of the Best Products of 2003.” PC Magazine 

• “VT is outstanding for exploring relationships between words, and ideal for brainstorming ideas in 
work and education.” MacAddict 

• “We applaud the innovation behind Visual Thesaurus: It uses technology to animate and expand on 
the deeply rooted convention.” MaximumPC 

• “One of the best tools, we’ve seen.” MacHome 

• “The whole interface feels almost live; it reinforces word connections in a direct manner and 
encourages exploration... overall it’s a rare, rewarding example…” Washington Post 

• “A near-perfect combination of content and design.” Yahoo 

• “Reference books have come a long way from the days when they were unwieldy volumes with thin 
pages dog-eared from use. The best recent advance in reference technology is the Plumb Design 
Visual Thesaurus, which uses Web animation to illustrate the latticework of language. Enter a word, 
and the thesaurus will generate a solar system of similar words orbiting around the sun of the 
original term; click on one of those words, and the system will reorganize.” The New Yorker 
Magazine 

• “A+” Education World. 

THE VISUAL THESAURUS IN EDUCATION 

The Visual Thesaurus gets students excited about words, and has been embraced by educators, parents, 
and students of all ages. With its engaging and playful interface, the Visual Thesaurus provides a fun way 
to explore vocabulary and language concepts, thus helping students to build skills in reading, writing, and 
communication. 

In addition to related words, the Visual Thesaurus provides dictionary meanings, interactive parts of 
speech, examples of how to use the word, and 16 kinds of semantic word relationships, such as 
antonyms, “type of” relationships, and characteristics. Teachers also have access to lesson plans and a 
student workbook to guide them in incorporating the Visual Thesaurus into their classrooms or 
standards-based curricula. 

The Visual Thesaurus, available to the Education market only since January 2004, has achieved 
significant institutional adoption. With partnerships with Apple Computer, and all major educational 
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resellers, including Educational Resources, CCV Software, Software Express, the Visual Thesaurus is 
becoming part of curricula throughout the country. 
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HOW TO GET IT?

The Visual Thesaurus is currently available as an online subscription, CD-ROM or download.  

 

DESKTOP EDITION ONLINE EDITION 

 
 

• Installed on your computer (Download 
from the Web or Hybrid PC / Macintosh 
CDROM) 

• Minor Updates Included. Major Upgrades at 
additional Cost. 

• Internet Connection Optional (Necessary 
for Audio) 

• $29.95 (educational discounts available) 
 

• No need to install software 
• Updates / Upgrades Included 
• Internet connection required 
• Individual Subscriptions: $19.95/year or 

$2.95/month 
• Educational, institutional and corporate 

subscriptions available, starting at 
$250/year. 
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MINIMUM SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS DESKTOP EDITION 

Platform Windows Macintosh 

Operat ing  System Version 98, ME, 2000 XP Version OS X 

Memory  128MB 128MB 

Dis k Spa ce 100MB 100MB 

MINIMUM SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS ONLINE EDITION 

Platform Windows Macintosh 

Operating System Version 98, ME, 2000 XP Version OS X 

Memory 128MB 128MB 

Browser Internet Explorer 4+ 

Netscape 6+ 

Internet Explorer 4+ 

Netscape 6+, Safari 

J ava Java VM 1.1+ Java VM 1.2+ 

*Please note that we do not currently support Windows 95 or Macintosh OS 9. 
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HOW TO USE THE VISUAL THESAURUS

SEARCHING FOR A WORD 

To search for a word, type the word in the search box at the top of the window and press the "LOOK IT 
UP" button. You may also press the enter key instead of pressing the "LOOK IT UP" button.  

Try typing the word "pen" into the search box and pressing the "LOOK IT UP" button. After searching 
for a word, the main display will populate with many words and meanings. The word you searched for 
will appear in the center of the display, and will be surrounded with words and meanings that are related 
to it. We will explore what all those relations mean and how they are displayed in greater detail later in 
the tour. For now, let’s learn how to move to a new word, and see the words related to that new word.  

Searching for the word pen 

SELECTING A NEW WORD 

To select a new word, click on it with the left mouse button. After you click on the word, the Visual 
Thesaurus will search for the words and meanings that are related to that word, and put the word you 
clicked on in the center.  

After searching for the word "pen" in the previous example, find the word "write" in the main display and 
try clicking on it. “Write” will become the center word, and new words and meanings will appear 
connected to it. 

Clicking on a new word 
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Let's take a look at the main display of the Visual Thesaurus in more detail. Words are connected to 
meanings by solid lines. All the words connected to the same meaning are synonyms. Meanings are 
represented by circle, color-coded to indicate their part of speech.  

 

Meanings are color-coded to indicate their part of speech. There are four parts of speech represented in 
the Visual Thesaurus, nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. 

 

Antonyms, pairs of words that express opposite concepts, are connected by dashed red lines.  
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Meanings are connected to other meanings by dashed lines. 

 

LISTENING TO A WORD 

When the word at the center of the display has an audio pronunciation available, a speaker icon appears 
to the right of it. Click on the speaker icon to hear the word pronounced. If a word has more than one 
possible pronunciation, it may have more than one speaker icon next to it. Click on each speaker icon to 
hear the different pronunciations.  

Note: Because of the number of words in the dictionary, we could not fit all of their pronunciations on a 
single CD-ROM. Therefore, listening to the audio pronunciations requires that you be connected to the 
Internet, so that the Visual Thesaurus can access the audio files from a central server.  

Click the speaker to listen to the word 
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USING THE HISTORY 

It's easy to go back to the word (or meaning) that you were previously on. To return to the last word that 
was in the center of the display, click the "BACK" button in the toolbar. To go forward again, click the 
"FORWARD" button.  

Using the "BACK" button 

If you want to see a list of all the words you have visited, click the "BACK" or "FORWARD" button and 
hold the mouse button down for a few seconds. The history list will open, and you can see a list of all the 
words and meanings you have visited since starting the Visual Thesaurus. You can click on any item in 
the list to return to that place. You can also open the history by clicking on the "HISTORY" bar (below 
the "BACK" and "FORWARD" buttons) and dragging down with the mouse while holding the mouse 
button down.  

The History List 

WORD SUGGESTIONS PANEL 

If you make a spelling mistake when searching for a word and the word you typed in was not found in 
the dictionary, the "Word Suggestions" panel will open automatically. Words that are spelled like or 
sound like the word you typed in the will be listed. When the Word Suggestions panel opens 
automatically, you can browse the list using the up and down keys on your keyboard. When you find the 
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word you are looking for, you can press enter to select that word. Of course, you can always use the 
mouse to select a word from the list as well.  

You can also open the Word Suggestions panel whenever you want, even if the word in the search box is 
spelled correctly. This is an easy way to see other words that are spelled similarly, or that sound like the 
word in the search box. To open the Word Suggestions panel manually, click on the bar with your 
mouse and drag down while holding the left mouse button down. The Word Suggestions panel closes 
automatically when you select a new word.  

You can try the Word Suggestions panel now by typing the word "friend" in the search box. Try spelling it 
wrong on purpose, by reversing the letters "i" and "e," typing "freind" and pressing the enter key. Notice 
the "Word Suggestions" panel opens automatically and selects the first entry, which is (thankfully), the 
correct spelling, "friend." Press enter again to select the correct spelling. Notice that the incorrect word is 
replaced by the correct spelling in the search box.  

The Word Suggestions Panel 
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THE MEANING LISTS 

To the right of the Visual Thesaurus display are the Meaning Lists, which list the meanings currently 
displayed by the Visual Thesaurus.  

The Meaning Lists 

Meanings are divided into the four parts of speech: noun, verb, adjective, and adverb. Each part of 
speech is color-coded to match the circles representing meanings in the Visual Thesaurus display. As you 
roll over meanings in the Meaning List, the circles representing those meanings in the Visual Thesaurus 
display area will highlight and their definition will be shown. Similarly, as you roll over circles 
representing meanings in the display area, the items in the Meaning List will highlight.  
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You can turn on and off each part of speech within the Meaning List to control which meanings are 
displayed in the Visual Thesaurus. For instance, if you only want to view verbs, you would turn off all 
other part of speech sections in the Meaning List.  

You can also control the amount of display area dedicated to each part of speech in the Meaning List by 
clicking and dragging the color-coded header bar for a particular part of speech and expanding or 
minimizing its display area.  

PRINTING 

To print what is currently displayed in the Visual Thesaurus, you can press the "PRINT" button on the 
toolbar. To see printer and page orientation options before printing, press the "Shift" key when you click 
the print button. The Visual Thesaurus also features two different printing formats.  

The Print Button 
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GETTING HELP 

To make learning about the Visual Thesaurus easier, it has a "context sensitive" help function. When you 
turn the help function on, you can roll your mouse over any area of the screen you would like to learn 
more about, and after a second or two, a "help tip" will appear that explains that function.  

To turn the help function on, press the "HELP" button on the toolbar. When the help function is on, the 
indicator on the right side of the "HELP" button will be next to "ON". To turn the help function off again, 
press the button again, returning the indicator to the "off" position.  

The Help Button 

CONTEXT SENSITIVE MENUS 

If you right-click on a word or meaning in the Visual Thesaurus display (command-click on Macintosh 
computers), you will see a "pop-up" menu that shows the various actions that can be taken on that word. 
Not all actions will be available on every word and/or meaning.  

PRONOUNCE WORD  

Hear the word spoken out loud. (Requires an Internet connection).  

SEARCH INTERNET  

Use your default Web browser to search the Internet for Web sites that are related to this word. 
(Requires an Internet connection and an Internet browser)  

SEARCH FOR IMAGES  

Use your default Web browser to search the Internet for images that are related to this word. (Requires 
an Internet connection and an Internet browser)  
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EXPAND SELECTION  

Temporarily expands the display to include words that are related to this word or meaning. The 
expanded words disappear when you choose a new word.  

MAKE CENTER  

Make this word or meaning the center of the display. This is equivalent to left-clicking the mouse on the 
word or meaning.  

 

A Context-Sensitive Menu 

 

FIND OUT MORE 

To conclude, the Visual Thesaurus is an engaging application that encourages learning and exploration. 
To find out more or schedule an interview, contact Michael Freedman at 212-381-0556 or 
mfreedman@thinkmap.com. 


